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INtroduction 

My parents were the consummate homeschool 
parents. Even when they weren’t homeschooling, 
they were always learning and talking. They 
read widely, and talked about what they’d 
learned. When we went on family camping trips, 
we’d go on every Ranger-led hike and hear 
every campfire talk possible. When we went to 
museums, my dad would try to read every sign, 
and my mom would speed read and interpret for 
us children. Learning was fun!

It wasn’t until I had children of my own that  
I realized that my mom didn’t read aloud the  
way I did. 

I was an English major in college. I learned 
to respect the text. The author wrote what the 
author wrote for a reason, so my job was to 
receive it. 

I read picture books the same way. The text 
was the text, the words were the words. Read  
the words. 

But that was not how my mom read picture 
books. For her, the text was a starting point. If a 
character needed to cross a six-foot stream, my 
mom would say, “That’s about as tall as Grandpa.” 
She would ask my boys about the color of a 
character’s clothes, or have them count animals 
on a page. 

Reading, for my mom, was about connections, 
about making the words on the page 
comprehensible and understandable to children. 

This extended to other learning. If a child  
in a story had to walk a mile to school, she’d think 
of a point that was a mile from the house. If a 
pioneer was cooking over a wood fire, she would 
talk about how challenging it would be  
to cook anything using something as variable  
as a fire’s heat. 

In this collection of short biographies and 
stories, I’ve tried to demonstrate my mother’s 
incredible connection-building. What does it 
mean that a microscope magnifies a snowflake 
64 to 3,600 times? What does it mean that Henry 
Knox dragged 60 tons of cannons for 300 miles? 
How heavy is that? 

These short biographies might seem to have 
bunny trails, leading in unexpected directions. 
That’s intentional, meant to serve as a model of 
my mother’s outstanding style of teaching. 

May you find yourself making more 
connections, and thinking of ways to make other 
readings come to life for your children. 

- Amy Lykosh

Introduction
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About 1,000 years ago, a man named Eric lived in Norway. He 
was called “Eric the Red” because of his red hair, and he had a son 
named Leif, called “Leif Ericson,” since he was Eric’s son.

Eric was born in Norway, but after trouble with the law, he sailed 
to Iceland. Eric lived in Iceland for some years before he was 
banished for three years from that place, too. 

He gathered three dozen or so followers, and they sailed west in 
their Viking ships until they reached the unknown shore of a rocky 
land. Eric spent his years of banishment exploring the western 
coast, among the fjords and northern lights. 

When his three years of banishment ended, Eric returned to 
Iceland. He brought back reindeer, seal, and walrus skins. He also 
brought back tales of “Greenland,” as he called it, a name so lush 
and appealing. Where, after all, would you rather live: in a place 
called “Iceland,” or in a place called “Greenland”? 

While Eric had been gone, Iceland had suffered a famine. Upon 
his return, Eric found many adventurers willing to try for a new life 
in a new land. 

Leif Ericson 
c. 970–c. 1020

The Explorer

Banished: to cast  
out from a group;  
to shun.

Fjord: a long  
inlet of the sea.

c.: “circa” or 
“approximately.”

The Explorer



Viking ships were about 75 feet long, held a smaller boat on board, and 
towed a second boat behind. These ships used a sail and could travel  
about 100 miles a day with good wind and weather. Although the ships 
had 16 pairs of oars, the sailors didn’t usually row. They only used the  
oars when there was no wind, or to maneuver in shallow waters when 
making landfall. 

Today, if someone needs a large piece of cloth, he can go to a fabric 
store and buy it. A machine wove that fabric in an enormous factory. 
Before factories, though, people made cloth by hand, using a spinning 
wheel to make the thread, and a loom to weave the cloth. And  
before the spinning wheel, thread was made with a drop spindle— 
a stick with a hook that could produce a thin string. It took about  
35 hours with a drop spindle to produce enough thread to spend  
one day weaving. One mark of a good Icelandic woman was how  
much fabric she could produce in a year—40 yards of fabric was 
considered a reasonable amount. 

After the cloth was woven, then the women could sew. 

Before the spinning and weaving, the women had to raise the sheep, 
sheer the sheep, wash the wool, and card the wool (pull the wool 
between two paddles with a bunch of little bent wires in order to make 
the fibers all go the same direction; sort of like combing your hair). As 
one writer put it, “Sagas rarely tell of their deeds, but the Vikings would 
not have been able to cross the North Atlantic without the work of 
thousands of anonymous women.”

The Unsung Heroes of Viking Ship Building

Drop spindle makes thread

Sheep grow wool

Wool sheared from sheep

Wool carded

A Viking longship
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People have passed down different reports of Squanto’s life for 
the last 400 years. His story goes something like this. 

After Columbus explored the Americas, other Europeans followed 
his example. Along the Atlantic, the coastal Native American 
peoples had occasional contact with Europeans, as the Europeans 
fished and traded for furs, especially beaver furs and deerskins. 

About one hundred years after Columbus first set out, Squanto 
was born to a leading family of the Patuxet people in what is  
today Massachusetts. When he was a young man, Europeans 
settled the shores of North America. In 1607, they formed the  
first permanent British settlement in Jamestown, Virginia, about 
600 miles from Squanto’s home.

In 1614, European Captain Thomas Hunt invited Squanto and 
other men of his tribe to a feast on Hunt’s ship. More than 20 
men went on board. Captain Hunt wanted to bring more valuable 
cargo than fish to Málaga, Spain. Sadly, he set sail with the men as 
his prisoners. After crossing the Atlantic to Spain, Hunt sold the 
Patuxet men as slaves. 

Tisquantum 
called Squanto 

c. 1585–1622

The Interpreter

North America: 
the continent that 
includes what is 
now Mexico, the 
United States and 
Canada.

The Interpreter
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Somehow, Squanto managed to escape and 
made his way to England. There he learned 
to speak English, then found a place on an 
English sailing ship heading back to America. 

When Squanto reached his home again, 
he found that his entire family had died of 
disease. When he had boarded the ship with 
the treacherous Captain Hunt five years 
earlier, he had taken his last glimpse of all 
those he knew and loved. He returned to an 
abandoned village. And so Squanto traveled 
for a time.

The Mayflower reached Cape Cod on 
November 9, 1620. It carried Pilgrims—
families who were seeking a land where they 
could practice their religion in freedom. 

The Pilgrims settled where the Patuxet had 
lived—Squanto’s old home—which they called 
Plymouth. Because the Patuxet had farmed 
the land recently, the land was cleared and 
prepared for planting. 

Disease
The Europeans didn’t just kidnap Patuxet men; they also brought an unwelcome 
visitor to them: disease. By some accounts, nine out of ten Native Americans 
died when they came into contact with the Europeans. The Native Americans 
had lived in their own land for so long, they hadn’t built up any immunity to the 
sicknesses the Europeans had. 

Immunity is your body’s protection from disease. If you get a cold, your body’s 
white blood cells learn to fight that cold, so you don’t usually get sick again. Your 
body has been trained to resist. 

Some of your immunity comes from your parents and some of it comes from 
your life experience. The Europeans had hundreds of years of getting sick and 
getting better with particular diseases, but the Native Americans hadn’t had any 
of the same exposure, any of the same practice, and so many died.

Plymouth, the Pilgrims’ settlement

The Interpreter



Founding Fathers:  
the men who wrote 
the Constitution 
in 1787. You’ll read 
more about that 
event in a bit.

Polymath:  
a person who is 
an expert in many 
subjects, and who 
can use all that 
expertise to solve 
difficult problems.
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Benjamin Franklin is, perhaps, the most popular of the  
Founding Fathers, with his larger-than-life story filled with 
energy and adventures.

Born the youngest son of a candlemaker with 17 children, 
Franklin asked questions constantly and learned to read at a  
young age. Once he told his father as they sat down to pray for 
their meal, “Think of all the time you could save if you would  
thank the Lord, once and for all, for the whole larder.” This  
shows the kind of creative thinker he was.

Franklin lived in Boston, and he loved to swim in the sea. He 
made paddles for his hands and feet, but his wrists grew tired  
with those paddles. So instead he flew his kite while he was in the 
water, and let the kite pull him along. (The kite will show up again.)

After just a year or two of school, Franklin needed to learn a 
trade. He didn’t want to be a candlemaker, and he didn’t like any  
of the other options available in Boston, though he thought going  
to sea did look fun.

Benjamin Franklin 
1706–1790

The Polymath

The Polymath
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His father didn’t want that, so he apprenticed Franklin to 
Franklin’s older brother James, a printer. Franklin and James didn’t 
get along very well. That happens sometimes between brothers. 
Regardless, Franklin learned the printing trade, and he had the 
chance to read as much as he wanted. 

He also longed to write, and he thought he could write well 
enough to be printed in James’s newspaper. 

One morning James found a letter from “Widow Dogood” slipped 
under his door. James thought this widow wrote such good sense! 
So every time she wrote, James printed her letter. Except Franklin 
really wrote all the letters. He wrote them and listened to James 
praise them. James was not happy when he found out who “Widow 
Dogood” really was.

After five years as an apprentice, Franklin ran away with only  
his clothes stuffed in his pockets. He sailed the three days to  
New York, but he couldn’t find a printing job. So he set off again. 
After a short sail to New Jersey (during which he rescued a 
Dutchman who had fallen overboard), Franklin walked the 100 
miles to Philadelphia.

Franklin started as an apprentice in a print shop

Larder:  
old-fashioned  
word for “pantry.”

The Polymath
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During the Revolutionary War, the 13 original colonies agreed to 
be governed by the Articles of Confederation. 

But after the War ended in 1783, the Articles of Confederation 
didn’t work well. Each colony operated like its own country with 
its own money. Some colonies’ money was almost worthless. This 
made trade difficult. The confederation owed money after the war 
ended, but if a colony didn’t want to raise taxes to pay the money 
back, it wouldn’t contribute, and no one could compel it. 

The colonies each had a congress, but their congresses had no 
real power. If they made a rule, they couldn’t enforce it. If they 
wanted to declare war, no one would have to come fight. Alexander 
Hamilton, one of George Washington’s most important helpers 
during the Revolutionary War, said that America “was nothing but 
a monster with 13 heads.” 

Something had to be done. 

Some important men met in Philadelphia in 1787 to see if 
they could help the government work better. The meeting was 

The Constitutional 
Convention 

May 25–September 17, 1787

The Plan

Confederation: 
groups that unite to 
work together. In this 
case, the 13 colonies 
agreed to work 
together.

Congress: a  
group of people  
who meet to create 
and change laws.

The Plan
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supposed to begin on May 14, but men from at least seven 
colonies needed to be present for the meeting to begin, and travel 
in those days took a long time. It might take two or three weeks to get  
from Georgia to Philadelphia. The men gave excuses: they met with 
bad weather, or muddy roads, or they didn’t have enough money.

Today, if a meeting starts 10 minutes late, that’s pretty bad. But 
this meeting started 11 days late. 

But finally, on May 25, delegates from enough colonies 
assembled. They elected George Washington as president of 
the convention. James Madison, a future president of the United 
States, took notes every single day for the 16 weeks, recording 
what was said (except when he himself spoke).

The men agreed to some rules. Each colony would have one  
vote. In a vote, the side that had more than half the votes would 
win. And all the men would keep their conversations secret until 
after the convention was over. That way the men could change 
their minds without embarrassment, and they wouldn’t have 
to deal with opinions from people in the inns and taverns and 
elsewhere around town. 

Over the course of the four months, 55 men in total took part. 
But some came late and some left early, so most days about 30 
men were present. 

James Madison records a delegate’s speech.

Delegates: a person 
sent to represent 
others.

The Plan



40

As a shy boy on a Virginia tobacco plantation, George 
Washington grew up in a colony that was deeply connected with 
England. His two older half-brothers—same father, different 
mothers—studied in England. The Virginia plantations shipped 
their products to England and received fine goods in return. The 
Virginians were loyal to the king and had no thought of rebellion.

When he was 11, Washington’s father said, “I die in peace with 
all men,” and died. In his will, the oldest brother Lawrence got the 
2,500 acre plantation, and Washington was given a small farm with 
10 enslaved people. 

Washington had no money to go to England, so he learned what 
he could in Virginia. His older half-brother Lawrence was 14 years 
older, and passed Washington books to read, and taught him 
whatever he could. Washington read about Cincinnatus, a Roman 
farmer who stopped plowing when his country needed him to 
lead, and then, when the need was gone, returned to his farm. 
Washington also learned business. He loved mathematics and 
horses. He hunted foxes and danced.

George Washington 
1732–1799

The President

Plantation: an estate 
with crops grown by 
people who lived on 
the estate. In George 
Washington’s day, 
enslaved Africans 
worked the land.

The President
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Lord FairFax

When Washington was 16, Lord Fairfax 
arrived in his neighborhood. Fairfax had come 
from England to see his five million acres of 
wilderness land. 

Because Lord Fairfax liked the fox-hunting, 
mathematically-inclined Washington, he invited 
the 16-year-old to join his survey party. Lord 
Fairfax wanted to know the boundaries and 
features of his land. 

For a young man used to the life of a Virginia 
gentleman, it was a rough trip. Washington 
survived days of rain, roads of mud, inns 
with mice and lice, wolves and rattlesnakes, 
swollen rivers, and smoking fires. But what an 
adventure! Washington learned that he could 
navigate rough conditions.

When Washington was 19, he and his brother 
Lawrence went to the Caribbean island of 
Barbados. Lawrence had tuberculosis, a 
sickness of the lungs, and they hoped that the 
fresh air and sunshine would help heal. Instead, 
Washington fell ill with smallpox, a sickness 
that often killed people. Washington survived 
smallpox, and the two brothers returned home. 
Then Lawrence died.

Lord Fairfax owned a tremendous amount of land in America. He owned far more 
than Rhode Island (989,000 acres), more than Delaware (1.6 million acres), and 
more than Connecticut (3.5 million acres). He owned about as much land as the 
modern state of New Jersey (5.6 million acres). 

Today there are a few people or families who own around 2 million acres of 
land—which is still a tremendous amount—but no one owns close to what  
Lord Fairfax claimed. 

Fairfax and Washington fox hunting

A long journey from Virginia to Barbados

The President
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When America’s first African American man of science, 
 Benjamin Banneker, was born, the American colonies had not  
yet become the United States. And most people with his skin  
color were enslaved, but not Banneker. His mother had been  
born free; his father had purchased his freedom. 

His family worked together on their 100-acre tobacco farm in 
Baltimore County, Maryland. Banneker worked on his tobacco 
farm until he was 57. His grandmother taught him to read and 
write. He practiced mathematics by counting steps as he planted 
and harvested tobacco.

When he was 21, he crafted a wooden clock by precisely 
duplicating the gears of a pocket watch. This clock told time for 
more than 50 years. 

But most of his time was spent on the tobacco farm, earning  
a living.

Then, at age 57, he started to learn astronomy. As he learned,  
he had an idea—he would write an almanac.

Benjamin Banneker 
1731–1806

The Astronomer

Astronomer: a 
person who  
studies the stars.

The Astronomer



46

Benjamin Franklin published the 
most famous colonial almanac, Poor 
Richard’s Almanac. Benjamin Banneker 
thought he could write one, too. In 
1789, Banneker watched the sky for a 
year, taking careful notes. But when 
Banneker sent his almanac to local 
printers, no one wanted to publish 
it. Who could tell how accurate his 
almanac was? Better not to risk 
printing it.

Then James Pemberton heard about 
the almanac. James was the president 
of the Pennsylvania Society for the 
Abolition of Slavery, a group that 

Tobacco Farming
Tobacco farmers worked very hard. The tiny seeds were mixed with sand, which 
kept the seeds from clumping too close together. This mixture was then sown into 
a prepared bed so the seeds could sprout. Farmers had no hoses or automatic 
waterers. They had no plastic green houses to protect baby seedlings. Instead, the 
planter put down some pine boughs and hoped for the best. 

A month later, if frost hadn’t killed them all, the plants were thinned until each plant 
had about four inches of space around it. Later, the plants were transplanted. The 
bottom leaves were removed, and then a bunch of leaves from the top, in order to 
keep the primary tobacco leaves growing as large as possible. All this time, the sun 
beat down, and the bugs came close, and the weeds tried to take over. 

Months later, the tobacco plants were ready for harvest. Farmers couldn’t pick 
them too early or the leaves wouldn’t be mature, and not too late or frost would 
kill all. The timing of the harvest had to be just right. 

Tobacco plants hung in tobacco barns for a month or so. These moist leaves might 
mold, but hopefully they would dry well. If they did, the leaves would be glossy and 
moist and could stretch like leather. If they were too damp, they would rot; if they 
were too dry, they would crumble. But if all went well, the cured tobacco would be 
put into hogsheads to ship to England. 

A hogshead was an enormous wooden barrel, about four feet tall (about as tall as 
you), and three feet wide. It could hold about 1,000 pounds of tobacco.

Banneker created a wooden clock by studying a pocket watch

The Astronomer
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worked against slavery. Unfortunately, he was too late to get 
Banneker’s almanac published for the coming year of 1791. If 
Banneker wanted an almanac published, he would have to create a 
new almanac, with all new calculations and predictions. 

Banneker would find this challenging, as that year he also 
helped to survey the nation’s new capital, Washington, D.C. 
(George Washington had once surveyed Lord Fairfax’s land. Now 
Benjamin Banneker was surveying the capital, named for George 
Washington, near Lord Fairfax’s land grant.)

Banneker’s first almanac was published in 1792, and came out 
every year for six years.

As Banneker worked on an almanac for 1792, he thought about 
how few African American men and women were able to read. He 
was writing a book, but it would not help them. 

In August 1791, he wrote to Thomas Jefferson. Some years before, 
Thomas Jefferson had written the Declaration of Independence, 
in which he said, “that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

Banneker studied the night sky to create his almanac

Unalienable: unable 
to be taken away 
from or given away 
by the possessor.

The Astronomer
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Millions of people died without having their 
thoughts, their voices preserved. They lived and they 
worked and they died, and we don’t know what they 
thought. But Drake has left us a few short poems. As 
statements made illegally by an enslaved man, these 
words are precious and rare. 

put every bit all between 
surely this jar will hold 14

He wrote that poem for a pot that held 14 gallons.

This is a noble churn 
fill it up it will never turn

In this poem, perhaps Drake meant that his butter 
churn would not make the milk turn, or go sour. Or 
perhaps he meant that the churn had spun or turned 
enough on the potter’s wheel and wouldn’t need to 
keep spinning after it was done. Once the churn was 
filled, it would be heavy, and not likely to turn over!

I wonder where is all my relation 
friendship to all—and, every nation

In these two lines, Dave the Potter wonders about his family, and 
expresses goodwill. It’s a small poem of lament and friendship. A 
beautiful statement from an amazing craftsman.

Want to know more? 
Read Drake the Potter by Laban Carrick Hill, a Caldecott Honor book and 
Coretta Scott King Award Winner, illustrated by Bryan Collier.

An example of Dave the Potter’s signed work

The Potter
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Before Elizabeth Blackwell, women did not work as doctors. Of 
course, throughout history women have cared for their families 
and friends. They cooked healing soups and put garlic oil in sore 
ears; they soaked healing herbs in alcohol for medicine, made sure 
their children had enough to drink during a fever, and used lots of 
kisses to help hurts. Women called midwives helped other women 
during birth.

But until Elizabeth Blackwell, no women worked as trained 
doctors. Doctors go to school for many years. They learn about  
the body, and the problems that might happen to the body, and 
how to help the body feel better. 

Blackwell wasn’t born with a deep desire to be a doctor. In fact, 
seeing blood made her feel sick, but after she had finished her 
schooling and had taught and tutored to earn a living for a few 
years, she was ready for a new challenge. Her friend gave her  
a surprising idea. 

Elizabeth Blackwell 
1821–1910

The DOctor

The Doctor
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Blackwell’s friend Mary Donaldson was very sick. When 
Blackwell went to visit, Mary said, “I wish I had a female doctor. 
You would make a great doctor! You should become one!” 

This was a startling new possibility! 

Blackwell spent a few years teaching, and she saved her earnings 
to pay for medical school. She rented a room from several 
different doctors and borrowed their books to start studying. 

For several years, Blackwell applied to dozens of schools. They 
all said no. But at Geneva Medical College in New York, the group 
of men who normally picked the new students didn’t know what to 
do with Blackwell, so they asked the 150 students to vote. If even 
one man said no, then the answer to Blackwell would be no.

But all 150 men voted yes! 

Did the men think it was a joke? Maybe! But Blackwell headed to 
school determined to do her best. 

Blackwell visited a sick friend who prompted her to become a doctor

The Doctor
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Harriet Tubman, born to enslaved parents in Maryland, was 
determined not to remain enslaved herself. Her father taught her 
woodcraft, things like where to find food in the woods, and how to 
find north without a compass. 

Tubman’s mother had nine children, and she tried to keep the 
family together. Sadly, at that time in American history, the master 
held the power. If the master needed to raise money, he would sell 
several people. It’s hard to imagine that a daughter could be sold 
away from her parents just because the master chose to do so—
but that was the law. 

After the master sold three of Tubman’s sisters, he planned to 
sell her youngest brother, too. Tubman’s mother managed to  
keep the boy hidden for a month, but when the master and the 
buyer came to get the boy, Tubman’s mother said, “You are after 
my son, but the first man that comes into my house, I will split  
his head open.” 

Harriet Tubman 
c. 1822–1913

The Conductor

The Conductor
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Amazingly, the men walked away!

As a young girl, of perhaps age five or six, Tubman was hired out 
to work in a home caring for a baby. When the baby cried, night or 
day, Tubman was whipped—up to five times before breakfast. She 
bore the scars for the rest of her life.

Another time, she came down with the measles, but the man she 
was hired out to didn’t let her rest and recover, but made her walk 
through marshes to check traps. She almost died, but her mother 
slowly nursed her back to health.

In her teens, she went to a store. An enslaved man from a 
nearby farm was there without permission. When the enslaved 
man’s master arrived, the master told Tubman to grab the man. 
When Tubman refused, the master threw a two pound weight at 
the fleeing man, but the weight struck Tubman in the forehead, 
probably fracturing her skull. She bore this scar for the rest of 
her life. Not only did she have a deep scar and indentation in her 
forehead, but she also had seizures and would fall asleep suddenly. 

In 1849, as she neared her 30th birthday, Tubman decided to 
run away to freedom. She lived in Maryland, only about 100 miles 
from the freedom that Pennsylvania offered. 

Today 100 miles is less than a two-hour drive on the highway. 

Yet in 1849, Tubman would have to go that distance on foot. 

Harriet Tubman’s path to freedom from slavery

The Conductor
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Abraham Lincoln lived his first seven years in a one-room, dirt-
floored house in Kentucky. He walked two miles to school when 
his family could spare him, but they could only spare him for about 
one year total throughout his life. The rest of the time he was 
needed to build a homestead and tend the crops. 

Even though he had little formal schooling, Lincoln loved books. 
He would plow a row, then pause to read a bit, and plow a row, and 
pause. “The things I want to know are in books,” he said. 

Once rain soaked a borrowed book, and Lincoln pulled 
cornstalks for three days to pay the owner back. Because he had a 
reputation for honesty—in this example and others—people called 
him “Honest Abe.”

Lincoln’s family moved west to Indiana when he was seven, and 
then further west to Illinois when he was 21. After his family’s 
homestead was established, Lincoln built a flatboat and floated 
down the Mississippi River to New Orleans. 

There he saw the auction blocks where the enslaved were 
bought and sold—a horrible thing to witness.

Abraham Lincoln 
1809–1865

The Emancipator

Emancipator: 
a person who sets 
someone free from 
slavery.

The Emancipator
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From New Orleans, he took a steamboat up to New Salem, 
Illinois, where he worked as a clerk in a general store. “Honest 
Abe”  once overcharged a customer six cents, and then walked 
miles to return the money. 

In 1834, he went to Springfield, the capital of Illinois, to study 
law. He ran for the Illinois House of Representatives, and though 
he lost on his first try, he won the next four elections. One 
fellow politician said, “He kept the House in a continuous roar of 
merriment” with his jokes and funny stories.

He ran for the United States House of Representatives and again 
lost in his first attempt and won in his second. 

If you remember from the Constitutional Convention, each state 
gets a certain number of Representatives, depending on the size 
of its population. Lincoln was one of seven Representatives who 
could vote for Illinois. The Senate, though, has only two votes per 
state. This makes Senators more powerful than Representatives, 
because each vote is worth more. 

In 1858, Lincoln ran for the Senate and didn’t win. 

Lincoln worked as a clerk in a general store

The Emancipator



Viking explorers to the present day. You’ll meet men and women from 
more than a dozen ethnic backgrounds, both larger-than-life characters 
and everyday people who used their gifts and abilities to improve the 
world.

You’ll learn about trailblazers in the sciences, technology, and the 
arts. You’ll discover famous landmarks and cultural icons, including 
all four of the men on Mount Rushmore. You’ll get a brief overview of 
the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the Civil War, and WWI and 
WWII. You’ll learn about the Underground Railroad and the Civil Rights 
movement. You’ll celebrate heroes who persevered through challenges 
like autism, physical disability, racism, and sexism. 

When you finish these two volumes, you’ll know about the major 
people and events in American history, plus numerous other interesting 
topics: pandas and peanuts, baseball and birds, puppets and paintings, 
flight and photography, dictionaries and dance, poetry and the Pony 
Express, choir and computers, and so much more.
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In these two volumes of American history, you’ll enjoy a total of sixty 
biographies that span American history from the Viking explorers to the 
present day. You’ll meet men and women from more than a dozen ethnic 
backgrounds, both larger-than-life characters and everyday people who 
used their gifts and abilities to improve the world.

You’ll learn about trailblazers in the sciences, technology, and the 
arts. You’ll discover famous landmarks and cultural icons, including 
all four of the men on Mount Rushmore. You’ll get a brief overview 
of the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the Civil War, and WWI and 
WWII. You’ll learn about the Underground Railroad and the Civil Rights 
movement. You’ll celebrate heroes who persevered through challenges 
like autism, physical disability, and racism.

When you finish these two volumes, you’ll know about the major 
people and events in American history, plus numerous other interesting 
topics: pandas and peanuts, baseball and birds, puppets and paintings, 
flight and photography, dictionaries and dance, poetry and the Pony 
Express, choir and computers, and so much more.

From Leif the Lucky to Jan Ernst Matzeliger


